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imagination in terms of past, present and future."7 Every remembering is a process of selection from a store, where much else is omitted, as either obscured, repressed, or forgotten.8
In the Book of Isaiah, the terminology of remembering and forgetting has a wide range of meanings, related to stereotypes and idioms, parallels, synonyms, and antonyms. ‫ר‬ ‫כַ‬ ‫זָ‬ "remember" is parallel to expressions like ‫ב‬ ‫ל-לֵ‬ ‫עַ‬ ‫ים‬ ‫שִׂ‬ "take to heart" (47:7, 57:11, 46:8 hiph.), ‫ב‬ ‫ל-לֵ‬ ‫עַ‬ ‫ה‬ ‫לָ‬ ‫עָ‬ "come to mind" (65:17), and ‫ן‬ ‫בּוֹנָ‬ ְ ‫ת‬ ‫הִ‬ "consider" (43:18), and contrasted with ‫ה‬ ‫חָ‬ ‫מָ‬ "blot out" (43:25) and ‫ח‬ ‫כַ‬ ‫שָׁ‬ "forget" (17:10, 54:4). Both YHWH, Israel, and Babylon are subjects of remembering and forgetting: God remembers ‫ר(‬ ‫כַ‬ ‫)זָ‬ Zion (49:15, and shall not forget ‫נשׂה[‬ niph.] Israel in 44:21), but also Israel's sin (43:25, cf. 64:8). Israel shall not remember "former" things (43:18, cf. 65:17 niph.), but also recall "these (things)" (44:21), "this" and "former things of old" (46:8-9, cf. 63:11), as well as recount the kind acts of YHWH (63:7 hiph.). The daughter of Babylon did not "take these things to heart" and "gave no thought to ‫ר(‬ ‫כַ‬ ‫)זָ‬ the end of it" (47:7). Zion shall forget ‫ח(‬ ‫כַ‬ ‫)שָׁ‬ the reproach of her youth and remember no more the shame of her widowhood (54:4, cf. 49:14, where she says, "YHWH has forsaken ‫ב[‬ ‫זַ‬ ‫]עָ‬ me and my lord has forgotten ‫ח[‬ ‫כַ‬ ‫]שָׁ‬ me"). Also, Israel neither remembers nor puts YHWH upon her heart (57:11, cf. her act of forgetting ‫ח[‬ ‫כַ‬ ‫]שָׁ‬ YHWH in 51:13). In this study, I will focus on "remembering" and "not recalling" with Israel as subject. Yes, I will make a way in the wilderness, rivers in the desert.
In Isa 43:18, YHWH addresses Israel in a chiastic parallelism, admonishing the people to neither remember the former things nor consider the things of old. These expressions concerning the past become contrasted with one about the future, where YHWH himself is deeply involved: "See, I am doing a new thing!",
